
From: Valentine, Julia
To: Belser, Evan
Subject: Fwd: DRAFT- Press release
Date: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 5:48:03 PM
Attachments: Privileged Confidential - Press Release for National Plan Launch 4 12 17....docx
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Julia P. Valentine
Office of Media Relations 
202.564.2663
Sent from USEPA iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Ginivan, Jeannine" <Jeannine.Ginivan@vw.com>
Date: April 12, 2017 at 5:34:47 PM EDT
To: "valentine.julia@epa.gov" <valentine.julia@epa.gov>
Cc: "Amanda.Bonzo@finsbury.com" <Amanda.Bonzo@finsbury.com>
Subject: DRAFT- Press release

Hello Julia,
I hope all is well. It is my understanding that it is possible that the National Plan for Electrify America
(first phase of $2 billion ZEV investment) could be published tomorrow. We have drafted the
attached press release. This is a draft that we are still circulating but we wanted you to be able to
review as well.
 
Our executive team will be in touch tomorrow with their contacts at EPA but we felt we should
circulate this to you this evening in case they move fast tomorrow.
 
I’ve copied my colleague Amanda Bonzo who is helping with communications around Electrify
America. I am at the NY Auto Show so please make sure to copy Amanda if you have any edits.
Service is spotty at best here.
 
Thank you,
Jeannine
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CONFIDENTIAL DRAFT - NOT FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

ELECTRIFY AMERICA UNVEILS PLAN FOR THE FIRST $300 MILLION OF ITS $2 BILLION INVESTMENT IN ZERO EMISSIONS VEHICLE (ZEV) INFRASTRUCTURE AND AWARENESS PROGRAMS 

· National ZEV plan includes establishing a network of more than 2,500 non-proprietary electric vehicle chargers in 11 metropolitan areas and along major highways by 2019

· Charging stations will offer the most advanced charging technology ever deployed that could reduce charging times to just 15-20 minutes for some next generation vehicles

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Investment could result in 15,000 new jobs over the next 10 years



HERNDON, Virginia [DATE] – Electrify America, LLC, a new, standalone organization created to manage a $2 billion investment program to support the increased use of zero emissions vehicle (ZEV) in the United States, today announced the release of its first National ZEV Investment Plan. 

In this initial investment of $300 million, Electrify America will establish a network of more than 450 electric vehicle charging stations in 11 major metropolitan areas and along highly trafficked highway corridors. Electrify America also will launch a brand-neutral public awareness and education campaign to increase understanding about electric vehicles, charging availability and the benefits of electric mobility. 

“Electrify America aims to establish one of the largest, most technically advanced and customer-friendly charging networks in the U.S.,” said Mark McNabb, Chief Executive Officer of Electrify America. “Our investments will make it easier and faster for millions of Americans to charge their electric vehicles while encouraging more drivers to explore and embrace electric vehicles.”  



The National ZEV Investment Plan outlines the first of four 30-month investment cycles that will direct $1.2 billion in electric vehicle infrastructure and education programs in states except California through 2027. This investment could support up to 15,000 jobs throughout the United States over the 10 year course of the investment.[footnoteRef:1] In addition and under a separate plan, Electrify America will invest $800 million in California, one of the largest ZEV markets in the world. Together, this $2 billion investment represents the largest of its kind in electric vehicle infrastructure and awareness programs.  [1:  The Council of Economic Advisors estimates that every $1 billion in federal highway and transit investment would support 13,000 jobs. This total count includes direct, indirect, and induced jobs. Note that the estimate here is for the number of jobs across the entire 10-year, $1.2 billion investment, and not just the first investment cycle, and assumes that spend on charging infrastructure will create a similar number of job-hours per dollar spent as highway and transit investments.  ] 


The first cycle, designed to maximize public access, will focus on supporting and promoting greater charging availability and customer-friendly infrastructure in areas with high demand for ZEV technology. Construction on the new stations is set to begin in the second quarter of 2017 and will be completed by 2019.





Installing Charging Infrastructure

Electrify America will work with a broad range of experienced partners to develop, operate and maintain: 

· A high-speed highway network with an initial target of approximately 240 highway sites installed or under development by the end of the first cycle, more than 150 of which are expected to be completed. Charging stations will offer the newest non-proprietary charging technology, including 150 kW and some 320 kW DC fast chargers, that charges three to six times faster than most currently installed non-proprietary DC fast chargers and could reduce the average charging times to approximately 15-20 minutes in some cases for next generation, larger battery capacity ZEVs. 



The highway charging sites will be present in 39 U.S. states, and have high correlation with the recently-announced EV Charging Corridors.  Sites will be, on average, about 66 miles apart, with no more than 120 miles between stations, meaning many shorter range ZEVs available today will be able to use this network.



· More than 300 community-based charging stations in workplaces, retail, multifamily residential locations and municipal lots and garages (Level 2 or DC Fast Chargers, 50 to 150+ kW) in the Boston, Chicago, Denver, Houston, Miami, New York City, Philadelphia, Portland, Raleigh, Seattle and Washington, D.C. metropolitan areas.  

Electrify America stations will be designed to support many existing and anticipated charging technology needs, including evolving industry standards like the Combined Charging Standard and the Open Charge Point Protocol. 

Education and Awareness Programs

As part of the program, Electrify America is developing a brand-neutral, comprehensive educational campaign that will simultaneously communicate the benefits of ZEVs (performance, acceleration, quietness, comfort, and the overall enjoyment of the ride) and address barriers to adoption (range anxiety, “golf cart” misperception, charger availability). Traditional advertising channels such as television and targeted digital media will be used to help consumers understand that ZEVs not only meet the majority of their needs today, but even more so as the charging infrastructure network grows. 



Electrify America was established as part of Volkswagen’s Court-approved settlement involving 2.0L TDI diesel vehicles in the United States. The National ZEV Investment Plan was developed following a comprehensive national outreach and public comment period. A total of 484 submissions were received from entities in all but four states, and from two Native American tribes.

About Electrify America

Electrify America, which is headquartered in Reston, Virginia, will invest $2 billion over the next 10 years in Zero Emission Vehicle (ZEV) infrastructure and awareness. The investment will enable millions of Americans to discover the benefits of electric driving and support the build-out of a nationwide network of workplace, community and highway chargers that are convenient and reliable. Electrify America is a wholly owned subsidiary of Volkswagen Group of America, Inc. For more information and to view the National and California ZEV plans, visit www.electrifyamerica.com.
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